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Nero and Paul : 


Or, a clear 


DEMONSTRATION 


THAT THE 


APOSTLE 


Outlived that EM p E R O R. 


111 tt 


Ane t 


HE Reigns of the Em rors from the Roman 
1" Hiſtorians, whoſe Authority is not WN 
on either Side, are thus; * 
1. Tiberius reigned con &ly with laſts 
1 oo — hey ore his Death, which" W 
ola in Campania, on Auguft 19. n 
He N after A. e his Death, Twenty tw two 
Tears ſeven Months Pens. ys: He died in the Locullian 
Villa on March 16, 
a than Caius Caligula reigned three Years and a little more 
ten Mon d at ws on anuary : . 
Months; di Jay e, 


Compend. 
Hiſtory, 
Jol. 2. 
Chap. 3. 


Cube 3. I. 


3. Claudius 8 pop thirteen Years eight Months and 


twenty Pays, died at Rome on October 13, 

4. Nero reigned thirteen Years eight Months, died at a 
Country Houſe of one of his free Servants on the eighth of 
Pane, ſome Tay; in enn DET WT, 

I am not concerned what Year, either from the Buil- - 
ding of Rome, or the Chriftian Ara, theſe Things fell 


QUT. 


SECTION. II. 


Dupin grants, That our Saviour's publick Miniſtry con- 
tinued three Years and three Months. He was baptized 
ſometime ſooner than the ſixth of January, where the 
Doctor places it; however, I accept what he grants. Tis 
viſible, that my placing his Baptiſm in the fifteenth of 
Tiberius, counting from the Time he began with Auguſtus, 


gw the Pope the greater Advantage to get him killed be- 


ore Nero: And I do ſo. And ſeeing, by what is above, 
that Fiftcenth is the Twelfth after he was ſole Emperor: | 
I fay, from the ſixteenth of March in his twelfth Lear, 
to the ſixteenth immediately before the Paſſover, whereat 


our Sayiour ſuffered, is three Years, and it falls in the 
fifteenth uf Zibe / ins his Empire atter Auguſtus. 


SECTION. III. 


The fame Doctor ſays, That our Lord died in the Year 
of the Chriſtian Ara, in vulgar Uſe 33. He ſays alſo, 
There is no Mention of Peter from the Year (35) to the 
Year (44) in the A#s; by which he has nothing that he 
can mean, bur that there 1s no Mention of him from the 


Time that he and Foþn returned from planting the large 


Country fromSamaria to Jeruſalem, Acts 8.25. till the Time, U 
Acts 9. 32. that, as he went through all Quarters, he came 


doun to Lyadda. 


This makes their Return to Jernſalem to be two Years 


from our Saviour's Death: Nay, tis highly probable it 
u as (as was their Cuſtom then) to the Paſſover alſo, that 
they did go up to it. And no rational Man will deny thee | 
ieee A 
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Twenty 
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the Things in the Ads, till the Time of their returning, 
uired two Years. ] Fo 

Theſe two Years added to the Fifteen before, bring us 

to the ſixteenth of March, or not far from it, in the ſeven- © 


teenth Year of Tiberius his ſole Empire. 


SECTION IV. 


After their Departure, Philip was to go toward Gaza, 


convert the Ethiopian Eunuch; come to Axotus, and Aﬀs 8. 
preach in all the 


ties till he came to Ceſarea. A Map of 25) 267 
Canaan will ſhew any, that the Cities betwixt Axotus and 40. 


Ceſarea were both many and great; and for Philip to 


each and plant Churches in them all (for that was his 
uſineſs) would require a Year, or very near it. Vet 
Luke is plain, Acts 9. 1. that Saul was continuing his Per- 
ſecution: He is as plain as Words can make it, that Sau! 
had not gone to the Chief Prieſt to ſeck his Letters to Da- 
maſcus, all after Philip was come to Ceſarea. The Papiſts, 

in their Maſs-Books, place Paul's Converſion on Fanuary 


29. *Tis much more like that it was further in the Year : 


However he is converted in the eightenth of Tiberius; and 


J borrow the Forty fix Days betwixt the 29th of Fanuary 
that they grant, and 


March 1 6rh that follawed, and ſhall re- 
pay them without Fraud oi Guile within an Hour. This 
1 


xteenth of March is in the eighteenth of Tiberius, by 
Section 3d. De 0: OT © 
| =, e 


ed + 
bind 


SECTION V. — — 


From March 16th in the eighteenth of Tiberius, to March 
16th after the End of the three Years, that Paul ſays he 


ſtayed at Damaſcus, and in Arabia (which laſt I think was 
only a few Days, till his Party were gone back to Feruſa- Gal. 1.18. 


lem) after God revealed his Son in him, is three Years; 


and that Day of March after the End of them, is in the 
firſt of Tiberius his ſole Empire, by Section th. 


7 
A 
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SECTION VI, 


That Doctor, in his Canon of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, has theſe Words, . Paul, after having ſaid in the 


&« firſt ws 71 of this Epiſtle, v. 17, 18. Thar after his 
“ Conver 


turned to Feryſalem to ſee Peter, he deſcribes what had 
© paſted in that Journey, and ſo begins the following 
Chapter, Fourteen Years after I went up again to Feru- 


« ſalem. This after relates more naturally to his firſt 


Journey, of which he had been juſt ſpeaking, than to his 


« Converſion.” 


Dupin is perfectly in the right; and theſe that deny the 


fourtecn Years to begin after his Journey to Cilicia, in the 


Way to which Syria lay, contradict the Apoſtle to his 


Teeth: Yet great Doctors of the Church of Rome have 


done it; as they have alſo denied what Luke ſays. That 


Pau] was 8 perſecuting when Philip was come to Ceſarea, 
and have led ſome others after them too. VVV 


SECTION vn. 
Dupin ſays in the 1ame Place, That when the Apoſtle 


ſays, After fourteen Years he went up again; he means, 
the third Time after his Converſion, which was to the 


Council, Acts 15. Now the Doctor raves as faſt as the 


others did before. Paul had told in the firſt Chapter of 


his coming to Feruſalem the firſt Time after his Converſion : 
When he ſays, After fourteen Years he went up again; he 
means the ſecond Time after his Converſion, for once and 
again make but twice. Cn Rue 

Take other two Arguments, Ts 

1. The Apoſtle has, in the former Part of his Narre- 

tive, been wonderful minute and particular as to every 
Step of his Progreſs fince his Converſion, for which he 
had great Reaſon. Does he fail in the leaſt Article of it ? 


After having told no more of it, but that he came to ria 


and Cilicia, and after fourteen Years went up again; Does 
he mean the Time of the Council? When betwixt that 
and the Paſſover, Acts 12. he had not ſtayed in Syria and 


Cilicia, 


nverfation he went into Arabia, and afterwards re- 
turned to Damaſcus; and that three Years after he re- 
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Cilicia, but had alſo travelled through Cyprut, Pampbilia, Acts 13. 
Piſidia and Lycaonia. Does he mental ly reſerve ul theſe 4313, iT 
Countries, when he had been ſo minute in the other? Did & 14. 6. 
he endeavour to deceive the Galatians, and all that ever with 15. 


mould read him. 5, 6. 


2. Did not his Adverſaries among the Galatians, and 
their Correſpondents at Jeruſalem, watch his Steps ? He Gal. 1.1, 


zs, in theſe two Chapters, clearing himſelf from a moſt falſe 11, 12, 


Aſperſion that the falſe Teachers caſt on him, That he 15, 16, 
wu: received Inſtruction, and been taught by the other 17, 18, 
Apoſtles ; which no doubt they did, becauſe he had not 19, 20. 
been acquainted with Chrift perſonally on Earth. He 21. & 2. 


_ clears himſelf, by ny *. fr the Places he was in for 1, 6. 
Seventeen Years after his 


converſed with any of the other Apoſtles, except fifteen Days 


nverſion, and denying that he 


he was with Peter, and ſaw no other Apoſtle but James 
our Lord's Brother. He tells them all the Places he was 
in, that. any that ſuſpected him, might trace him, and ſee 
if there was any of theſe that were kpoltles before him in 
theſe Places, except what he has told of Peter and James at 


Jeruſalem. Now, if he had ſuppreſt four whole Conntries, 
would not his Adverſaries get Notice of it, and without 
further Search have held him convict, ſeeing the Apoſtles 


were to go to all Nations? They would have ſaid, There 
might have been ſorne af them in them Couurics, and there 
muſt have been ſo, or he would never have laid his Thumb 
on them ſo a 3 but they were too broad for him 
to get covered. He muſt therefore, after Dupin's Scheme, 


have been both K nave and Fool. 


There is therefore nothing more certain, than that 
theſe fourteen Years ended at the Paſſover, Acts 12. which 
was the Time that the Apoſtle went up again, after he had 
come up once before, e g. . Peter as a Friend, but not 


as a Diſciple of his. And, ſince they end at the Days of 


Unleavened Bread, the March 16th immediately r Arts 12 


them, makes even Years from March 16th before our Lor 


ſuffered, all along and the fix and forty Dogs 3 
ed after Pauls Couverſion, are faithfully pai 
SECTION vIII. 


By the fifth Section, in the Cloſe, the three Years, 
Gal. 1. that were expired before Paul came from Dama/- 
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which was the true Time of it, * Luke wraps up in Si- Acts 18. 
lence what paſt then, wiſely enough) People would have 22, 23. 


thought, their Tradition had ſo oft failed about the Time 
of Peters coming to Rome, that they were Fools that be- 
lieved he came ever there at. all; and ſo they are however, 
for he was never there more than in America. But, layin 

aſide theſe three Years where the Pope's Intereſt miſſeads 
him, he counts the Number of Years betwixt Ads 12. and 

the End of that Book exactly to an Hairs-breadth; he could 
not get them made fewer, and it was not his Intereſt to 


make them more. 


Laying aſide therefore his three Chimerical Years (tho' 


accepting them, tis evident, would =o me to get Paul 


to outlive Nero) let us ſee how far the ſixteen true Years. 


will reach. 5 


By the Cloſe of the eighth Section, that Paſſover, A8. 
12. was in the Ninth of Claudius. Six of the ſixteen Vears 


will carry Paul to March in the firſt of Nero, and Claudius 


died in October 13th before that. 5 
The other ten, as any may count on their Fingers, will 


carry him from March in Nero's firſt Year, to March in his 


eleventh. 


SECTION: X. 

Dupin, in his compendious Hiſtory, Vol. 1. Chap. 5. 
proves by ſundry demonſtrative Arguments, that the au- 
thentick Tradition of Rome is, That Peter and Paul died in 
in the eleventh of Nero; for the Conſuls Nerva and Veſti- 
nus, under whom the Tradition A e Teg him, fays 
they died were in the eleventh of Nero. He proves alſo 
that it could not be that they ſhould die in his twelſth, 
thirteenth, or his fourteenth Vear, in which he died on 
he eighth or tenth of June, as you ſaw in the firſt Se- 

—_ | 1 


SECTION XI. 


Hence "His evident, that when the Church of Rome fix'd 


their Tradition, they knew nothing that Paul was ever li- 
berate from that Impriſonment in the Atti. That Divine 
5 | 5 Hiſtory 


. * — * — — 8 A * l » 


10 


Hiſtory comes dowu to March in Nero's eleventh, as I have 


demonſtrate; And it concludes, that for two full Years 
that he was in his hired Houſe, he got no Moleſtation: 


The Pope ſaw that, and gives him but the poor Reprieve 
15 


from March, till June 29 


that ſame Year ; for, on that 


wy” the Mafs-books place Peter's Death and his. 


bringing twice beſore Nero, and then the Pope 


Phil.2.24. 
Pbilemon 


3 


rom March, till then, was but a decent Time for his 
beheads him, 
and makes him a Sword- bearer ; but Nero never did it, and 
tis a Sin to lie on the Devil Re. 


SECTION XII. 


By the ſixth and ninth Sections, I have proved, that 
from the Time that Paul came to Swia and Cilicia, to the 
End of the Acts, are fourteen Years and ſixteen, in whole 
thirty, that he, and his Fellow-Labourers in his Abſence, 


had been planting Churches. He mult viſit all theſe after 


his five Years Impriſonment, before he piants new ones. 
After that he plants the Iſland of Crete, rat had very many 
Cities in it f. The Epiſtle to the Galatians, with the Adds, 
nay the Acts alone to any that will read them, prove that 


3- that Iſland was not planted before that Impriſonment ii 

After planting it, he has to 
„ come to ſome Place on the Continent, and ſend to Titus, 
2. and afterward ſend Tychicus,or Trephimus to him; and after 
. 2. that Titus to come to him ſeaſonahly before Sailing be dan- 


the Acts; and Dir HI allts ir 


gerous to Nicopolis in Macedonia, or be where it would. Is 


it poſhble that any can believe that Pay] got all this done 
in a Year, and leſs than eight Months? 


more for it, if he die under Nero at all. bs 

For, from the Beginning of - March in that Emperor's 
cleventh Year, in which I have demonſtrate from the A#s 
he was ſtill in Rome, to the Beginning of March in his 


twelfth, is but one Year ; from that to the firſt of Novem- 


ber of the Winter that followed, is but eight Months, tho' 
Titus ſhould defer his Sailing ſo long. | 


The Winter before which Paul writes to Timothy to come 
to him, the Papiſts grant, was diſtinct from, and after that 


* 
—— 


Centum urbes habitant, ſays Virgil of Crete. 


or Paul has no 


{FF 
in which Paul was in Nicopolis ; and they will have Pau} to 
be in the other Winter in Rome. There is not any Reaſon 
to believe that Paul was in Rome when he ſent the Epiſtle 


to Timothy; the Epiſtle gives not any Preſumption of it, if 
2 Bu 


duly con t my Demonſtration has no Depen- - 
dence on thac ; ſo let it be ſent from Rome (from Nicopolis 
it was not ſent indeed) ſtill the Winter in Nicopolis behoy'd, 
according to the 25 Suſpoſition, to be in the Beginning 
of the thirteenth of Nero, ſeeing the twelfth muſt end in 
that Caſe on October 13th before it; The Winter at Rome 
behoved to be in the Beginning of his fourteenth at far- 
theft, and he muſt die before the eighth or tenth of June 
thereafter, if he die at all under that Emperor: So that, be 
where he will that Winter that he writes the Second to 
Timothy, ſtill he had not a full Year and ten Months to do 
all the great Things mentioned in the Beginning of this 
Section. The Pope is precluded by two canonical Epiſtles 
rp aſſigning any of the following Time in Nero's Reign to 
new"; _ 

And it is evident to any that will conſider them, that 


neither our Saviour when on the Earth, nor any mortal 
Man, ever did the third Part of the Things that Paul is 


moined to do, and in fo ſhort Space: Therefore it is a 
Fiction, and & it muſt needs be (from whence it is ſo 


; juſtly inferred) to wit, That Paul died under Nero: which I 


undertook to demonſtrate. But what Words can expreſs the 


Abſurdity of the Popiſh Tradition, that makes him do 
them all in three Months ? | 


SECTION XII. 
There is but one Objection of any Weight againſt what 


I have demonſtrate from Scripture, and the Lives of Em- 


perors never controverted, and the Confeſſion of an Ad- 


verſary that does all he can to make Pay] die in the ele- 


venth of Nero: But the Scripture,to theſe that peruſe it, will 
bring the Years to what I have reckoned them, Whether 
he will or not. | | 


The Objection is, © That Jeſepbus fays, in his Wars of 


« the Fexws, that Agrippa-Herod (for ſo his Name ſhould Book 2. 


© be placed) died, having reigned three Years under 
Claudius in Title of a King. He ſays the ſame in me 


——— ——ků — ů ů ů́ — ere as, 
bo 


5 | | 


laſt Chapter of the nineteenth Book of his Antiquities ; fo Þ in \ 
that he muſt die at furtheſt in the fourthof Claudius: Where- exp 
as I place the Council, Acts 12. in the ninth of Claudius ¶ or 


85 (and indeed the Scripture fixes it there; ) And in that Chap- Þ tak 
Act 12. ter, that wary Sn fill alive; fo that there is the Difference {ed 


1. of five Years betwixt Feſephus and me, nay betwixt Luke fin 
and hun. C me 
For Anſwier to this, I muſt relate the naked Truth; El 


Paul, after his being laſt in Italy, went to Gaul and Spain; 
and the Memory of his being in Spain is not yet extinct, 
as Dupin owns, tho he ſays, there is no certainty for it; 
bs he fays many were of that Opinion in the forecited 

Ction of his Canon; nor does he ſay he has any Father | 
againſt it. 5 | I 55 1 
It fared with that Apoſtle as the Doctor owns it did with | 
moſt of the reſt of them, the Place where he died was 

| W Compend, Chap. 5. e . 
The Church of Rome ba a ſtrong Inclination to have it 

believed, that their City had the great Bleſſing of Murde- | 

ring two Apoſtles; which with them is a great Sign of 
God's peculiar Favour to a Place; Yr Oy "I 

And ſeeing none claimed Paul, they reckoned him pri- 
mum occupantis, and they ſeized him firſt ; and this was 

all their Title to Peter too, for whom, for weighty and 


| known Reaſons, they had yet A more violent P aſſion. . 
For Pau they had ſome Adminicles, ſuch as they were; 


they could prove his being at Rome, and even in Nero's 
Time, a cruel Prince, and a Perſecutor of Chriftians : 
This would give a Colour to their Fable, if they ſhould 
ſay he died under him, and they fay ſlo. 
But as they knew neither when nor where he died, they 

muſt chuſe the Way that will be moſt paſſable. At the firſt 
Contrivance of their Tradition, there was nothing to ob- 
ſtruct their View; and they ſaw clearly, that the Act: 
brought him down to March in the eleventh of Nero: And 
if they behead him on the twenty ninth of June, the Acts 
ſurely will not confute them: Here they behead him there- 
fore, as Dupin proves. 1 ; 
N now being fearleſs of the God of Truth, they think 
all ſafe. e 5 

What I have proven, proclaims aloud the Truth of what 
I fay now. 35 „ of LE 

But ſome buſy Body, perhaps ſome profane Laick, that 
mould not have read the Scripture without a Permiſſion, 


5 „3 — 


where the Pope had laid him in t 


vas convicted by the African Biſhops, of Aer 


ted to fallify the Acts or the E 


in writing from his Biſhop, and even then ſhould not have 
expounded it, contrary either to the Senſe of the Church, 


or the unanimous Conſent of the Fathers, whom they had 
taken Care of, that they ſhould ſpeak what the Pope plea- 
ſed: Such, I ſay, or ſome other, had been ſo bold as to 
find out that Crete was not planted before Paul's Impriſon- 
ment, in the Acts, and that therefore he could not die in the 
Eleventh of Nero. | 


Forthwith the Pope's Noſe drops off, and two Slices 


muſt be taken out of Feſephus to repair it. 


The Pope ſeizes Agrippa the Great, kills him five Years 
before his Day came, that Paul mi pur ſilently in his Grave, 


e Eleventh of Nero. 
had not ſucceeded in that, all his Traditions 


If the Po 


were at an End, and he was utterly ruined. 


Forgery ſure enough is one of the Species of the All· de- 2 Theſſ. 


ceivableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs with which Antichriſt was 2. 


become ; and he has uſed it to Pu 


ſe. | = 
| Dupin acknowledges, That by the Councils of Carthage, 
Boniface I. 
a falſe. 


in the Years'418 and 419 of his Hiſtory, Pope 


Copy of the Decrees of the firſt Council of Greece, ſub- 


Fcting theſe Biſho ps to him ; whereas the Decrees had not 


declared them ſubjet to him; yet that venerable Aſſembly 
Was but a mor me before him, 2 Crepariinn of 5 oſe— 

hus. 0 
F And the poor helpleſs Few had no ſuch powerful Pa- 


Z trons as the Council of Niece had, which Dupin ſays made 
Foſephus had none to reſcue him 


that Po 


out of 


drop his Plea. 
e Hands of the Barbarians. But had they attemp- 
iſtle to the Galatians, theſe 


would have got many more Defenders : So the Pope chuſed 
his Man right enough; but as to Pay} and Lyke,his Holineſs 
behoved to content himſelf to run them down with his ab- 


/ turd and nonſenſical Commentaries. 


SECTION. XIV. 


The Reader ſees, that whatever Time the 1 
e 


was added to the ſecond to Timothy, it is abſolutely falſe. 
deep Piece of Policy in 


Yet there was evidently a ver 
placing it there, to deceiye the Ignorant with a * of 
9 8 rip- 
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5 14 05 
Scripture, and impreſs the Learned with a Perſwaſion that 
it was an ancient and unqueſtionable Tradition, ſo N 
ſally and 1 regiſtrate in all the Churches among 
wm yr Oracles of God; and they gained their Point for 
Had our Reformers taken it away, the ſubtile Calumni- 


⁊tors in the Romiſb Church would, contrary to their own 


Canon 
Vol. II. 
Cbap. 2. 
„ 


Knowledge, have ſlandered them to the Simple, as vitiating 
the Scripture, | = 

TINT 8 well therefore only to declare theſe Poſtſcripts 
not to be canonical (which Dupin alſo owns) and let them 
ftand as Monuments that declare the true Value of unſcrip- 
tural Traditions. | | „ 
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SECTION XV. 


To clear Paul ard Luke to the full, to fix my Scheme 
immovably, and prove thar I have wronged the Pope in no- 
thing, by a new Demonſtration. Let the Reader know 
that Tacitus, tranſlated by Sir Henry Savil, Mr. Dryden and 
other Gentlemen, with the Notes of Father de la Mothe and 


 ®thers, has the following Words in the Ninth of C/--uaizs, 


Annal. 1. 


- Book 12. 


Chad. 13. 


and under the Conſulſhip of Caius Pompeius, and Quintus 
Ain, ve 


«The [uveans and Fewws,u] n the Death of their Kings, 
« Sobem and Agrippa were added to the Provinces of, Syria; 
Foſephus agreed with Tacitus and the ſacred Perimen, when 


the Pope gave out his dead Warrant againſt the Apoſtles. 


Shem has died that Year before Agrippa, and therefore 


the [tureans are placed firſt in that Sentence; and ſo the 


two Words, Jews and Agrippa eſcaped the Pope and his 


Expurgators, or they would have deſtroyed the whole Book 
rather than it ſhould have ſtood there: But they did not 
think a ſhort Sentence about the /tureans could do them 


any Harm. Tis true, nevertheleſs that, 
Quo minime credas guygite piſcis erit. 


For this ſhort Sentence confounds the Pope irrecoverably. 


Tacitus brings Agrippa to the ninth of Claudius, as well as 


Pay] and Lyke do, and no further. 
| 7 HRE £ Hh This 


„ 606 I 


of God through many a 


| - 3 
This decides all that preceeded that Vear; and the 
Paſſover, Acts 12. when he was alive; this decides all 


that was controverted, for all their Sophiſtry and 
bold perverting and com radicting of the two ſacred Pen- 
men was before that; at leaſt all that prejudges my Cauſe. 
For, from that Paſſover to the End of the Acts, Bupin al- 
lows me three Years more than enough : If he will ſtill 
preſs them upon me, let him do it ; for by this he will by 
the Acts carry him down alive to Nero's laſt Year, three 
Years after the Tradition of the holy Catholick uner- 
ring Church (ſaid he) was dead. And he muſt plant Crete 


too, Cc. 
SECTION. XVI. 
And now, having been guided by the Word and Spirit 


byrinth the Pope had made 
one Way and another, through Mazes altogether inextri- 


cable without that Aſſiſtance, as ſmall a Volume as this \ 


Effay is; Tis reaſonable, and J hope I do it humbly and 


ſincercly, to acknowledge the fame to the Praiſe of his glo- 


rious and rich Grace. Theſe that love our Lord Jeſus in 
Sincerity, may read my Addreſs to them, Fſalm $433 4. 
As to Adverſaries, I pray that the Lord, the Lord Ged 
merciful and ga: may be ſo to them through the Merits 
of our Lord Jeſus, the π M- bu Cod and 
Man. And, as the Apoſtle was. 2 I, willing to be 
traced in all I have wrote; and, ve ſure, I have lad 
my Account to undergo the ſevere xamination. 
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